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I perceived, did not tell me the truth about another visitor,
He moved in great haste himself, being escorted by the
cavalry corps which had usually attended the President.

We hurried on, reached the Capitol, and entered the
rotunda just as Mr. Gurley was commencing an earnest
and impressive prayer. When it was concluded, the re-
mains were removed and taken to the depot, where, in
waiting, were a car and train prepared for the commence-
ment of the long and circuitous journey of the illustrious
dead to his last earthly resting-place in Springfield, in the
great prairies of the West. We were, as we had intended,
an hour in advance of the time, and thus avoided the
crowd, which before the train departed thronged the roads
and depot.

The meeting of the Cabinet was not protracted. Stanton
did not bring forward his reconstruction or reestablishing
scheme. He seemed desirous of evading or avoiding the
subject. I alluded to but did not care to press it, if no one
seconded me. We discussed the measure of amnesty, and
the Attorney-General expressed his views as to the con-
struction which he would put upon the proclamation and
declarations of the late President. Stanton and he, I per-
ceived, were acting in concert, and one if not two others
had been spoken to in advance.

Stanton called at my house about 6 P.M. and invited me
to a hasty Cabinet convention at 8 P.M. on important mat-
ters requiring immediate action. When we had assembled,
General Grant and Preston King were also present. Stan-
ton briefly mentioned that General Grant had important
communications from General Sherman, and requested
that he would read them, which he did. It stated he had
made a peace, if satisfactory, with the Rebels, etc., etc.
This and everything relating to it will be spread before the
world. Among the Cabinet and all present there was but
one mind on this subject. The plan was rejected, and Sher-
man's arrangement disapproved. Stanton and Speed were
emphatic in their condemnation, though the latter ex-